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Advancing Child Education in the Republic of Guinea

The Child Education Programme was established in 2019 and is currently based in Koutaya, Dubréka 
(Republic of Guinea). The scheme has been devised specifically to advance child education by 
providing primary schooling and learning resources to children in areas with reduced opportunities 
or where significant shortfalls have been identified. Since its inception, over 2,000 children have 
benefitted from the programme, with the scheme growing year on year. The vision is to embed the 
URBOND philosophy of ‘building bigger, stronger communities together’ on an international scale by 
involving the charity’s participants in the UK in the organisation’s work in Africa. The impact the 
charity and its participants are having in the Republic of Guinea is just the beginning of what can be 
achieved by bringing people together to form stronger communities. 

Ousmane Drame, Chief Executive

URBOND is a charity working to improve access to primary education and advance diversity and 
equality within our communities. The charity was founded with the primary purpose of helping local 
communities to integrate and support each other in overcoming key issues affecting society. In the 
Republic of Guinea, the Child Education Programme is achieving this by working with partners and 
the local community to provide educational support and resources to children who would otherwise 
go without. 

About Us 

Advancing Child Education in the Republic of Guinea 
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Programme Initiatives
To achieve the goal of advancing education, the charity is working to raise awareness, support and funds to power the 
three campaigns outlined below, which form the Child Education Programme. 

The 3 main goals under the programme are to: 

Programme Goals 

Build a primary school to benefit children in an area 
where there is currently not an accessible option for 
education available. 

Empowering communities and working to overcome the 
barriers (such as gender disparity or financial hardship) 
which prevent families from sending their children to 
school.  

Support the recruitment of teachers for schools where 
there are shortages. Improve school facilities and 
resources to make safer, more productive learning 
environments available in areas where shortfalls exist.
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Many communities have a great need for more accessible and improved schooling:

Build a school

A vast number of children in rural areas simply cannot access a school and will therefore not receive a formal education. 
Others will have to make perilous journeys over long distances to reach the nearest school. 

Koutaya (Khorira), Republic of Guinea
Koutaya is a village in the Republic of Guinea (with a population of around 3,000 people) that currently has no available 
schools situated locally. To attend the nearest schools, children must walk distances of 5km-10km each day, with many 
of those also having to make a dangerous water crossing. 

Charity representatives identified the significant educational shortfall within the region and moved to secure land on 
which to build a school to help overcome these issues. The charity is now actively working to raise support and funds 
with which to construct a new school and furnish it with the necessary supplies and resources. 

Completing this project will vastly improve the educational opportunities for this community and make learning acces-
sible to children who are currently very much in need. 

Case Study: 
Abdoulaye and Fatoumata
Abdoulaye and Fatoumata are brother and sister of 16 and 14 years old, 
respectively. They live with their family in Koutaya and need to travel to 
Dubréka City, 5km away, so that they can attend school and receive an 
education. Each day, Abdoulaye and Fatoumata make the 5km journey by foot 
to reach the harbour where they can travel by wooden canoe across the sea at 
its narrowest point and arrive at school. During the rainy season the water can 
be very dangerous, meaning crossings can often be deadly, with many people 
including young children having lost their lives attempting the journey in bad 
weather. Abdoulaye and Fatoumata’s mother wants her children to go to 
school but the risk to their lives making the crossing each day brings a great 
deal of worry to her as a parent. She tells her children that when the weather 
is bad and it’s unsafe to cross, they are to find a safe place at the harbour and 
spend the night there before attending school again the next day. People in 
Koutaya are becoming increasingly aware of the importance of going to 
school and want desperately to give their children the opportunity to receive 
an education. Such opportunities were even more scarce when they were 
children themselves and they do not want their children to suffer in similar 
ways from a lack of education. Children in Koutaya and its surroundings areas 
are being raised in the depths of poverty and providing a new school will at 
least mean that they do not have to risk their lives to go to school each day. 

The URBOND Child Education Programme is working to specifically 
target these and other issues which stand between children and 
their opportunity to receive an education.

“260 million children were still out of school in 2018 – nearly 
one fifth of the global population in that age group.”
– UNESCO 
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Working with Local Schools
URBOND is working to address educational shortfalls within established schools by providing teachers, learning 
resources and the improvement of school facilities (such as classrooms, introducing clean water, toilets, etc.) to create 
suitable learning environments for the children.

Many established schools desperately need help tackling issues such as: 
Lack of funds to pay teachers, resulting in many classes only receiving tutors very sporadically. 
Lack of space in classrooms to accommodate the growing young population. 
Gender disparity.
Poor sanitary facilities. 
Lack of basic utilities such as clean water, electricity, and internet. 
Forced labour, resulting in many young children having less time to focus on their studies.

“Many developing countries still lack basic infrastructure and facilities to provide effective learning environments. 
Sub-Saharan Africa faces the biggest challenge.” – UNESCO 

Working with Ecole Primaire Public d’Application in
Dubréka (Republic of Guinea) 
In June 2019, URBOND formed a partnership with Ecole Primaire Public d’Appli-
cation de Dubréka to help support the school in overcoming issues with teacher 
shortages, which were greatly impacting their ability to educate pupils. The 
school was facing a dire situation, with the majority of the teaching staff being 
on strike due to lack of pay and poor working conditions, which had kept many 
of the children out of school for over three months. URBOND has been able to 
assist the school in tackling this issue by providing much needed funds which 
have been utilised to pay teachers, enabling pupils to return to school, in addition 
to donating study materials to support their learning. This support was urgently 
needed and in the case of over 120 children in Year 6, it has enabled pupils at the 
school to properly prepare for their final exams before moving from primary to 
secondary education. This partnership is very much ongoing, with URBOND 
proud to be positively impacting the future opportunities of these children.

Case Study: 
Mr Soumah – Teacher at Ecole Primaire 
“Working with URBOND has given us positive energy and hope for a better future for the children. The support from 
URBOND has been the greatest thing that could have happened to our school.” – Mr Soumah 

Mr Soumah was born in Dubréka close to Ecole Primaire where he is currently one of the senior 
teachers. During his time there he has seen many teachers come and go due to issues such as 
non-payment of salary, poor working conditions, lack of basic amenities and the low morale and 
increased pressure that is generated in working conditions where there are simply not enough 
teachers to look after the children. Mr Soumah chose to stick with the school and provide his 
services despite these issues as he feels very much responsible for playing his part in 
developing a community orientated spirit, where people value togetherness and working 
collectively to create an environment where everyone can prosper and live in harmony. His 
dedication to this cause somewhat goes beyond the usual remit for a teacher and 
demonstrates his loyalty to the area in which he was born, where he considers the pupils of the 
school to be family members. Since URBOND first partnered with Ecole Primaire Mr Soumah 
has been very moved by the experience and is especially inspired and grateful given that the 
support is coming from a much wider community, in a UK based organisation. Mr Soumah has 
seen that with partnerships such as these the education system can succeed and its pupils can 
thrive with the proper support and resources in place. 
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URBOND is acting to eliminate barriers to education, such 
as gender disparities & other vulnerable circumstances 
including financial hardship. The programme actively 
targets the root causes which drive many families to keep 
their children out-of-school, & often putting them to work 
to support the household financially or otherwise. 
Our organisation has representatives working to ensure 
parents are aware of the need and benefit of their children 
receiving educational and vocational training. 
The charity is actively supporting parents to gain relevant 
skills, including technical and vocational, to improve their 
employability & entrepreneurial prospects, so that their 
households can better afford the costs of educating their 
children. 

Domba’s Story

Empowering Communities 

Domba was in an abusive marriage for 18 years and there 
had been times when she was close to causing herself 
harm and even contemplating taking her own life. In 2015 
Domba finally made the decision to divorce her husband, 
at which point her son Moussa was just 3 years old. As a 
result of the breakup, Domba was required to leave what 
had been her family home and move to the capital 
(Conakry) in the hope of finding a job with which to 
support herself and her son. Fortunately, Domba was able 
to get a job but sadly to date has not been able to secure 
one with adequate pay to cover their costs for 
accommodation, food and with which to send Moussa to 
school. Domba very much values her son’s education, but 
desperately needs support from organisations such as 
URBOND, so they can overcome these barriers and enable 
Moussa to benefit from the opportunities that proper 
schooling can provide.

“Education is very important to me; I did not have the 
opportunity to go to school as I came from a poor family 
but I would love to send my son Moussa to school.”
– Domba Tinguino

With your help, URBOND can support getting children like 
Moussa into school.
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On 10th October 2021, a group of volunteers from 9 different nationalities 
(UK, Greece, Spain, Poland, Iran, Ghana, Guinea, Cyprus & Russia) left 
Portsmouth (UK) to meet at Heathrow Airport. With a short layover at 
Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport, they flew to Conakry, in the Republic of 
Guinea. For all of them, it was their first visit to Guinea, & for many, their 
first trip to Africa.
Although all the volunteers come from different cultural backgrounds, 
they have a lot in common. They share a passion for helping others & a 
willingness to make a difference to the educational system in one of the 
poorest countries in the world. 

2021: Volunteer trip to the Republic of Guinea

“We’ve had many organisations nationally and internationally which have come to us and given us false promises. They 
promised us new buildings to help us with our overcrowded classrooms, but it never materialised. Working with URBOND 
has given us great hope, they have helped us increase the pass rate to 79%, built us an amazing building that will serve 
the children and the community for many years to come. We have also started working with URBOND to help improve 
young girls' education in our community and the surrounding areas, of which we have already started seeing an 
impressive impact. 
We can't thank URBOND enough for their incredible support. We are extremely grateful. I can proudly say that URBOND 
truly is changing lives in Guinea.” – K S

Case study:

Purpose of the trip

Construction
Many children have to walk a long way to the nearest school or educational institution on a daily basis. Our primary 
purpose of this trip was to build a building that could serve the children and the city for many years to come.
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Dr Zenon and Pharmacist Ifigenia (Ifi) for the first few 
days helped the local hospital by assisting local medical 
staff with their work, sharing their experience, and 
helping to receive patients. Later, Zenon and Ifi went on to 
set up a health clinic and offered free check-ups and 
medication to the patients.

Health
“I am 64 years old; I haven’t visited a health clinic for over 
30 years simply because I can’t afford it. When I am not 
feeling well or a member of my family is not feeling well, 
we pray and hope for the best. We can’t thank URBOND 
enough for caring, with this amazing organisation we feel 
there is hope for us”.- Sekou Sylla

Case study

IT and Tech
Michal (Mikey) was in charge supported by Pavel, and 
together they managed to install 20+ laptops. Children 
who have never seen a computer in their lives before 
were presented with computers and taught how to use 
computers for the first time. This was a truly fascinating 
experience for both the children and the volunteers.

“Teaching children who have never seen a computer how 
to use a keyboard and a mouse for the first time – that’s 
not something I’m going to forget in a hurry! We take it so 
much for granted in developed countries.” – Mikey
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Social media and film making
We were extremely lucky to have with us Agness (Digital Marketeer) and Clara 
(film graduate). Together they worked on our social media presence during 
the trip as well as made a documentary film about the project.

Case study
“People from URBOND thank you, through your social media I was able to see 
the incredible impact by the volunteers. Keep doing the great job, keep helping 
people and thank you.” - Paul Pogba

“Thank you to URBOND for partnering with the British Embassy in the Republic of 
Guinea to help promote education, reading & good health. It was a joy to meet the 
volunteers during their visit in Guinea. The new library will be a great asset to the 
local community in Dubréka.”
- DAVID McILROY, HM Ambassador, British Embassy Conakry

“One of the most important indicators of a leader's performance is result. 2021 has been a phenomenal year for the Child 
Education Programme in Guinea. We have been able to build a library, a computer room, bring a group of volunteers to the 
City of Dubréka from Europe for the first time and most of all bring joy to the heart of an entire community. Now that to me 
is priceless, and the crazy part is that this is just the beginning.” - Mac Amara Bangoura, URBOND Country Representative 
Guinea.

Workshop
During the trip, over 7 workshops were organised which benefited 364 young girls, 490 young boys, 329 parents and 53 
local teachers. These workshops were organised in partnership with the British Embassy in the Republic of Guinea to try 
and improve young girls’ education. The workshops focused on issues that affect young girls’ education such as 
menstruation, lack of clean toilet facilities, bullying, lack of income, classes being overcrowded, etc. The outcome of 
these workshop was incredible. We were able to present great cases to encourage parents to send their girls to school. 
On issues with sanitary facilities, URBOND have put a contingency plan in place that allows young girls to use the new 
toilet facility built inside the library and the computer room until a new sanitary facility is built for the school.
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Douglas Edgar
In Guinea, young girls are forced to leave 
school around puberty, through fear of 
ridicule or the opportunity to have a family. 
Shown through the net attendance rate 
falling from 66% at primary school level, to 
only 13% at upper secondary level (Unicef, 
2021) it continues to be a problem. 
URBOND worked with the British Embassy, 
who, with the Ambassador David Mclroy 
having daughters in higher education 
himself, was extremely keen to support the 
project. Identifying the barriers was greatly 
important to the success of the project, as 
without a culture willing for the children to 
go to school, it cannot work. The confer-
ence we held with the parents helped to 
identify key problems, but importantly 
showed that they desperately wanted their 
children to go to school. As we shared our 
stories with them, they applauded the 
young women in the group who willed them
selves through university & worked industry jobs, all whilst out of their native countries. This is important as Guinea holds 
the second highest rate of FGM in the world at approximately 92%, increasing perceptions and heightening education 
levels would bring this down. 

Seeing the excitement on the children’s faces as they used the laptops for the first time is my favourite memory. It makes 
you realise that we will never have that feeling again for something new, being so used to technology. Tackling the problem 
of internet connection was left to Mikey, who had to battle with no WiFi infrastructure in the country, only 4G connections. 
The combination of the laptops and library is a great mixture, and interestingly there was as much interest in the books as 
there were the laptops.

When thinking about poverty, you envisage not just poverty of living conditions but that there will be a poverty of joy. 
After first meeting the people of Guinea you realise that this is not the case. Even with the absence of everything a 
modern world desires, the spirit of the people is 
something to be cherished. Dr Zanon and Phar-
macist Ifi held a free, pop-up clinic and cases of 
patients without seeing a doctor for over thirty 
years emerged. Pains had become prevalent 
without the use of basic pain killers as they are 
unaffordable for the locals.

The locals enjoyed our international mix of volun-
teers as much as we enjoyed them. Every person 
on the trip is a product of education, whether it be 
university graduates or professionals. Therefore, 
delivering the gift of opportunity to those who 
have zero options was the main driving force for 
my involvement, and is what made it so rewarding 
to get involved in. I would recommend anyone 
who wants to make a difference to themselves 
and others, to get involved both at home and 
further afield.
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Impact of 2021 volunteers

Impact of our work

2,280+
children benefitted from our 

teachers in classrooms 
project since 2019. 

1,230+
locals benefitted from 

our need for girls’ 
education workshops 

in 2021.

1,000+ 
packs of notebooks and 

essential writing materials 
donated to pupils to support 

their learning.

600+
textbooks, bags, and 

study materials donated 
to children in 2021.

320
parents supported 
with our efforts in 

2021.
79%

pass rate in 2021 
from 71% in 2020 and 

45.5% in 2019.

15,000+
will benefit from the 

library and the computer 
room each year.

Built a new library and 
computer room that will 
benefit over 
10,000 children, 
and locals yearly.

15 people
benefitted from free 
health check and 
consultations during a 
1-day health clinic.

7 workshops
organised on the need for 
Girls’ Education.

329 parents 
benefitted from the 
workshops.

53 local 
teachers
bene�tted from the
workshops.
The local volleyball 
team received great 
support in the form of 
equipment.

364 young 
girls
bene�tted from the workshops.

The local volleyball team 
received great support in 
the form of equipment.
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“As a local business we have been proud to support 
URBOND from day one. It has been an honour and a 
privilege to have been a small part of the URBOND story 
& their mission has never been so relevant and so 
needed. From building resilience in mental health 
during lockdown to building a school in the Republic of 
Guinea- the breadth, depth, & ongoing impact of the 
great work that they do never ceases to amaze. In these 
divided times, community and togetherness have never 
been more important & URBOND continue to bridge 
those divisions, locally, domestically, & internationally.”
- Hayley George Managing Director Tennyson Limited

As part of our efforts to address issues that prevent children from going to school & to improve access to primary educa-
tion in areas of great need, we will be taking a second group of volunteers to the Republic of Guinea in October 2022. 

15 dedicated volunteers will be travelling to Dubréka to build sanitary facilities for the children; a play area for the 
children; a fence for the school; to teach IT and English classes; provide free health clinic and run workshops on the 
need for girls’ education. The valuable input of our generous and dedicated volunteers will positively impact the commu-
nity for many years to come. Our work in Dubréka is significantly improving lives and benefitting over 15,000 people 
each year. 

Get involved. Together we can help improve access to primary education and offer opportunities to children in need in 
one of the poorest countries in the world the Republic of Guinea.

Meet a 2022 Volunteer

I found out about URBOND because of the volleyball team, which I’m having the 
opportunity to play for this season. Thanks to this I ended up following their social 
media page which showed me more about URBOND and its work in the community 
in the UK and Guinea.  But it was after following last years’ trip that I knew straight 
away that I had to be involved this year. Part of my life and professional goal is to 
follow the humanitarian missions’ path as well as to get more and more involved in 
volunteering projects in underdeveloped countries. Being very empathetic with 
people from these counties and their real struggles, I knew from very little that I 
wanted to make something great with my life and help the ones who really need. 
This was also the main reason why I choose to be a nurse as I knew I’d develop very 
important skills to help me fulfil my goals. I cannot put in words the happiness I feel 
knowing the experience I’m going to live this year which is also going to be my 
starting point on these types of projects. I know it’s going to be challenging to put 
in practice all I learnt over these years with my job on such a different reality where 
resources are so limited and consequently, priorities are not the same as ours. 
Although, knowing the faces behind URBOND organisation I’m sure will make the 
best out of the situation.” 
-  Catarina Correia

2022: Volunteer Trip to the Republic of Guinea

“My name is Catarina (or the easier version: Cat!)  I am Portuguese and I’ve been working as a nurse in UK for four years. 
I’ve worked in emergency department, and I currently work in intensive care.

Together we can help improve access to primary education and offer opportunities to children in need in one of the 
poorest countries in the world.
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How You Can Support URBOND and
Make a Difference 

URBOND is part of AmazonSmile’s charity list. Amazon automatically donates 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible prod-
ucts to your chosen charity when you shop on smile.amazon.co.uk. The great news is, shopping with AmazonSmile does 
not cost you, or your chosen charity, any extra. 

If you already have an Amazon account, you can begin shopping instantly. All you need to do to get started is to visit 
smile.amazon.co.uk.

1. Scan and Donate 

2. Shop using AmazonSmile 

How do I get AmazonSmile?

Select URBOND.

You will receive an email from Amazon and you’re ready to shop, shop, shop!

Fill your basket as you normally would, knowing each purchase you make is also making a huge difference 

Log in to your Amazon account and search for URBOND in the ‘Pick your own charity’ search bar



Major Activity/Event Apr Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Community sporting tournaments
basketball (juniors and adults)

Charity Ball 2022

Community sporting tournaments
football (juniors and adults)

Fundraising events (Paintballing,
Tough Mudder, Great South Run)

Community sporting tournaments
volleyball 

Mar

Whether you take part in an event, fundraise, or become a volunteer, you're helping URBOND to continue improving the 
lives of the children and communities it works with. 
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4. Take part in URBOND Events and help the fundraising efforts

Donating your redundant computer, IT equipment or any form of study materials can make a massive difference to 
children lives.

3. Study materials, computes and IT equipment
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Some of our Partners 
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Donate 
You can donate funds that will greatly help support the programme and the impact it is having on communities that 
need assistance. 

Fundraising Events 
From marathons to obstacle courses, you can set yourself a personal challenge and raise money for a great cause 
along the way. 

Volunteer 
The charity organises or takes part in over 240 activities and events each year. With your help they can be as much fun 
as possible! 

Corporate Partnerships 
Work with URBOND to help support the efforts in building bigger and stronger communities. 

Join the Next Community Event 
Experience URBOND for yourself and get to know your community a little better.

How You Can Play Your Part 
Whether you take part in an event, fundraise, or become a volunteer, you're helping URBOND to continue improving the 
lives of the children and communities it works with. 
To see how you can make a difference, visit: https://childeducation.urbond.org/get-involved/
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UK: Unit 15 Challenge Enterprise Centre, Sharps Close, Portsmouth, PO3 5RJ
Phone: +44 (0)239 229 3765 

E-mail: childeducation@urbond.org

Guinea: Koutaya, Kalekhoure, Dubreka, Republic of Guinea 
Phone: +224 623100733 

E-mail: mac.bangoura@urbond.org (Country Representative)


